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which resulted in limiting participa-
tion of persons because of their race, 
national origin or other prohibited 
basis (§ 1.4(b)(1)(iii) and (6)(ii) of this 
title). 

(ii) Such affirmative steps may in-
clude but are not limited to, appro-
priate affirmative marketing efforts; 
additional applicant consultation and 
information; and provision of addi-
tional supportive services and amen-
ities to a development. 

(3) Validity of certification. (i) HUD 
will take action to challenge the PHA’s 
certification under § 903.7(o) where it 
appears that a PHA Plan or its imple-
mentation: 

(A) Does not reduce racial and na-
tional origin concentration in develop-
ments or buildings and is perpetuating 
segregated housing; or 

(B) Is creating new segregation in 
housing. 

(ii) If HUD challenges the validity of 
a PHA’s certification, the PHA must 
establish that it is providing a full 
range of housing opportunities to ap-
plicants and tenants or that it is im-
plementing actions described in para-
graph (d)(2)(ii) of this section. 

(e) Relationship between poverty 
deconcentration and fair housing. The re-
quirements for poverty 
deconcentration in paragraph (c) of 
this section and for fair housing in 
paragraph (d) of this section arise 
under separate statutory authorities 
and are independent. 

[65 FR 81222, Dec. 22, 2000, as amended at 67 
FR 51033, Aug. 6, 2002] 

Subpart B—PHA Plans 
§ 903.3 What is the purpose of this sub-

part? 
(a) This subpart specifies the require-

ments for PHA plans, required by sec-
tion 5A of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437c–1) (the Act), 
as amended. 

(b) The purpose of the plans is to pro-
vide a strategic planning framework 
for PHA management operations and 
capital planning: 

(1) Local accountability; and 
(2) An easily identifiable source by 

which public housing residents, partici-
pants in the tenant-based assistance 
program, and other members of the 

public may locate basic PHA policies, 
rules and requirements concerning the 
PHA’s operations, programs and serv-
ices. 

(c) Title VII of the Housing and Eco-
nomic Reform Act, Public Law 110–289, 
section 2702, amends 42 U.S.C. 1437c– 
1(b) to provide qualified PHAs an ex-
emption from the requirement of sec-
tion 5A of the Act to submit an annual 
PHA Plan. The term ‘‘qualified PHA’’ 
means a public housing agency that 
meets the following requirements: 

(1) The sum of the number of public 
housing dwelling units administered by 
the agency, and the number of vouch-
ers under section 8(o) of the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f(o)) administered by the agency, is 
550 or fewer; and 

(2) The agency is not designated 
under section 42 U.S.C. 1437d(j)(2) as a 
troubled public housing agency, and 
does not have a failing score under 
SEMAP during the prior 12 months. 

[78 FR 63770, Oct. 24, 2013] 

§ 903.4 What are the public housing 
agency plans? 

(a) Types of plans. There are two pub-
lic housing agency plans. They are: 

(1) The 5-Year Plan (the 5-Year Plan) 
that a public housing agency (PHA) 
must submit to HUD once every five 
PHA fiscal years. The 5-Year Plan cov-
ers the five PHA fiscal years imme-
diately following the date on which the 
5-Year Plan is due to HUD; and 

(2) The Annual Plan (Annual Plan) 
that the PHA must submit to HUD for 
each fiscal year immediately following 
the date on which the Annual Plan is 
due to HUD and for which the PHA re-
ceives: 

(i) Section 8 tenant-based assistance 
(under section 8(o) of the U.S. Housing 
Act of 1937, 42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)) (tenant- 
based assistance); or 

(ii) Amounts from the public housing 
operating fund or capital fund (under 
section 9 of the U.S. Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g) (public housing)). 

(b) Format. HUD may prescribe the 
format of submission (including elec-
tronic format submission) of the plans. 
HUD also may prescribe the format of 
attachments to the plans and docu-
ments related to the plan that the PHA 
does not submit but may be required to 
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